
METUCHEN DOWNTOWN ALLIANCE MINUTES 

March 12, 2021 

8:30 A.M. – held via teleconference 

 

In attendance: Eric Berger, Bobbie Theivakumaran, Jay Muldoon, Stuart Schooler, Gary Tilbor, Diana 

Callinan, Jenny Lai, Lynne Mueller, Moshe Atzbi, Jace McColley, and Aron Mandel. Not present: Jacquie 

Zuvich, Linda Koskoski, and Mansi Khandelwal. Guest: Dan Cea. Staff: Isaac Kremer.    

 

Eric Berger opened the meeting and welcomed Aron Mandel to the Board. Aaron replaces Gary Wade as 

the Metuchen Parking Authority’s representative on the MDA Board. The minutes from the February 

meeting were reviewed. After correcting for one omission of Arts Council website, a motion was to 

approve the minutes. Motion passed. 

 

Chairman’s Report 

Eric Berger reported: 

• The MDA’s $17,467.50 PPP loan has been forgiven and converted to a grant. The money was 
used to cover MDA’s payroll and rent expenses during the pandemic.    

• Eric suggested that the MDA Board resume in person Board meetings as the weather improves, 

the number of COVID cases decline and vaccines increase. The meetings could be held outdoors 

in one of the tents on New St. After polling the members attending the meeting, it was agreed 

to hold the April meeting in person. A phone conference option will be available to anyone who 

chooses not to attend in person. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

No report.  

 

Secretary’s Report 

No report. 

 

Executive Director’s Report 

Isaac Kremer reported: 

• Discussed an opportunity to provide funding to MDA businesses through KIVA, which is crowd 

investing & funding platform that offers affordable micro loans to businesses. Recently 

Metuchen based Papillon received a $5,000 KIVA loan that was funded by 108 people and 

institutions from around the world. As the loan is repaid, investors receive a return on their 

investment.  

• Bobbie mentioned the default rate is much lower on KIVA loans than traditional banking loans. 

Isaac suggested that the MDA could structure an arrangement with KIVA and the proposed loan 

program with Manasquan Bank utilizing the $150,000 SBA loan the MDA received in 2020 which 

could make more money available to MDA members and also provide a way to recirculate 

money as loans are repaid.  



• A discussion was held regarding risk, default chances, repayment options, matching fund 

requirements, if Board member businesses would be eligible, and whether the MDA By-laws 

permit making loans.  

• Isaac suggested the Board consider a pilot program with KIVA for 4 businesses to be funded by a 

Main Street America Resiliency Grant he is applying for.  

• Eric suggested that we get clarification on some of the open questions including what the By-

laws permit before moving forward. Updates will be shared with the Board via email before the 

next meeting. 

• Isaac is pursuing grants from Lowe’s Corporation and the Kaplan Brothers JMK Innovation Grant 

due April 20. He also expects that Main Street NJ to make $1M in grants available in 2021. 

 

Public Art Team Report 

Eric Berger reported: 

• Similar to the Adirondack Chair project held in 2019, the Public Art Team is planning a new 

project where artists will be selected to paint and decorate the three public pianos the MDA 

owns. The pianos will be placed around the downtown. 

• Murals – a $1500 grant was received from Middlesex County for the next phase of the mural in 

Imagination Alley. The team is also looking into a mural on the building where Angie’s Café is. 

 

Promotion Team Report 

Bobbie Theivakumaran reported: 

• Black History Month was celebrated with posters placed throughout downtown. 

• Outdoor events with public gatherings are still on hold until restrictions are lifted.  

• The “Just Ask” program in partnership with the Metuchen Environmental Commission, to urge 

restaurant patrons not to take plastic utensils, ketchup packets, soy sauce packets and the like 

will be launched soon. 

• The team is also working on a promotion with local realtors, “You’re Gonna Love It Here” with 

offers and specials for new homeowner and residents. 

 

Parking Team Report 

No report. 

 

Communications Team Report 

Dan Cea reported: 

• Brandon produced two short videos for the MDA which are producing good results. Dan 

continues to provide direction for Brandon which has improved turn around time and the 

overall process. The arts video is close to being finished. 

• The MDA’s Google profile has been updated. 

 

Innovation Team Report 

No report. 



 

Storefront Team Report 

Isaac Kremer reported: 

• Projects are being done or under consideration for Metuchen Nail Spa, Torino 2, DiCosmo Italian 

Ice, Pastry Lu, Angie’s Café, Law Office of Jace McColley, and Tribos Peri Peri’s Chicken. 

• Isaac is also investigating a potential historic preservation tax credit for the former Danford’s 

Corner building at Main Street and Middlesex Ave across from Borough Hall. 

 

Chamber Report 

No report. 

 

Arts Council Report 

Lynne Mueller reported: 

• The Window of Understanding Project continues with an upcoming virtual event on April 7 on 

Climate Change. Please visit the website for details and more information on the project at 

https://www.windowsofunderstanding.org/.  

• The Arts Exchange virtual classes for adults and children are being scheduled. Information is 

available on the MAC’s website. 

• The Tiny X project will launch in April where 3D objects representing iconic Metuchen places 

created by artists will be placed at random, unusual places throughout town. Residents will be 

encouraged to find the objects. 

• The Arts Council is ready to offer live music downtown as they did last year on New St. and 

seeks funding from the MDA to support the music series. They will work with the Borough and 

MDA regarding timing and location since the tents on New St have been configured differently 

from last summer. 

 

Old Business 

None to report. 

 

New Business 

• Lynne Mueller, member of the Metuchen Parade Committee, requested that the MDA function 

as the “fiscal agent” for the Committee’s Memorial Day “rolling parade” event. The Committee 

needs to partner with a 501(c)(3) organization to receive donations and payments for the event.  

• The Committee will be selling lawn signs to residents to place on their lawns which will honor 

those who served our nation, Sign cost $10. Committee volunteers will handle distributing the 

signs and an automated ordering process using Square will be used. The MDA’s role will be to 

handle the $10 purchase.  

• After discussing the request, and clarifying the MDA’s role, the Board approved the request 

since it would not be placing a significant administrative burden on the MDA’s limited resources. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:21 am. 



 

The next Board meeting will be Friday, April 9, 2021 at 8:30am in the dining structure outside The Greek 

on Main and also virtually via Gotomeeting. 

 

Submitted by Jay Muldoon 

  



 
  



 
  


